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Early Years Foundation Stage Play Policy

INTRODUCTION
“Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations.  In their play children learn at their highest level.  Playing with peers is important for children’s development.”

Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world.  They practise and build ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules.  They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own.  They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.  They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.

Well-planned play, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which young children learn with enjoyment and challenge.  In playing, they behave in different ways: sometimes their play will be boisterous; sometimes they will be quiet and reflective as they play.

The role of the practitioner is crucial in:

· Planning and resourcing a challenging environment;
· Supporting children’s learning through planned play activities;
· Extending and supporting children’s spontaneous play;
· Extending and developing children’s language and communication in their play;
· Intervening in play if it is racist, sexist or in any way offensive, unsafe, violent or bullying.

Through play, in a secure environment with effective adult support, children can:

· Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the world;
· Practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills;
· Learn how to control impulses and understand the need for rules;
· Be alone, be alongside others or cooperate as they talk or rehearse their feelings;
· Take risks and make mistakes;
· Think creatively and imaginatively;
· Communicate with others as they investigate or solve problems;
· Express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.

ACCESS
On entering school, children will have had a wide variety of experiences dependent on the individual child, their home circumstances, and experiences of pre-school groups outside the home.  Some children will need help to benefit from play experiences provided at school.
These may be children with:
· Special Educational Needs;
· Lack of previous experiences;
· English as an additional language.
The class teachers must identify the needs of these children so that effective provision may be made.

PROVISION

A wide variety of resources are located within the ‘Practical Area’ and in cupboards in the Reception/Year 1/Year 2 areas.  Many of the outdoor resources are located in a shed in the Reception playground.

A range of experiences are provided using:

· Classroom and home bay areas.

· Porch areas.

· Adjoining, enclosed, outdoor playground.

· Practical areas.

Within the course of a week opportunities for play are provided to include:

· Sand and Water Play;
· Construction Activities;
· Miniature World and Imaginative Play;
· Fine Manipulative Activities;
· Creative Activities;
· Games and Exploratory Activities.

The specific provisions within each area are designed to develop a range of skills and understanding.  Continuous provision plans are displayed in appropriate areas to show key learning opportunities for each area.

Sand and Water Play

· Promotes the understanding of scientific and mathematical principles.

· Encourages the use of appropriate language in relation to the nature and properties of water and wet/dry sand.

· Develops observation and experimentation.

· Supports the development of fine motor skills.

· Encourages imagination.

· Provides for cooperative working.

Construction Activities
· Promotes the language of Science and Maths.

· Develops designing and making (fine motor) skills.

· Encourages planning.

· Provides for creativity.

· Develops sharing ideas and collaborating.

· Provides satisfaction and pride in the end product.
Miniature World and Imaginative Play
· Promotes socialising and cooperation.

· Encourages role play.

· Develops imagination.

· Promotes a wide ranging vocabulary.

· Provides for speaking and listening.

· Allows for leadership and following, and developing initiative.

· Provides a sense of fun and well being.

· Promotes confidence and self-esteem.

Fine Manipulative Activities
· Develops fine motor skills.

· Encourages independent working.

· Promotes understanding of pattern, matching, sorting and sequencing.

· Develops concentration and task completion.

Creative Activities
· Provides for exploration of a wide range of tools, materials and techniques.

· Encourages planning and designing.

· Develops creativity.

· Encourages aesthetic awareness.

· Develops the language of creativity and aesthetics.

· Supports fine motor control skills.

· Develops concentration and task completion.

Games and Exploratory Activities
· Encourages exploration, experimentation, observation, problem solving, prediction, critical thinking, decision making and discussion.

· Promotes socialising and cooperation.

· Develops sharing ideas and taking turns.

· Encourages talk about the local environment, both indoors and outdoors.
· Develops the use of ICT to perform simple functions.

The teaching staff and teaching assistants work together in the planning and preparation of play-based activities for the week ahead.  The teaching assistants record this information on a play plan and together with the teaching staff ensures links with the curriculum plans.  Teaching staff and teaching assistants meet and address any resource requirements to inform future ordering needs.

Throughout the course of the week other play areas available to children include:

· Talk Areas – CD/tape recorders, telephones, etc;
· Listening Areas – CD/tape recorder, CDs/tapes – stories, songs, poems, etc;
· Music Area – instruments, CDs/tapes, etc;
· Writing Areas – writing materials and a range of purposes;
· Computer Activities – a range of software, work processing, drawing, interactive whiteboard, bee bots, etc.

These areas are provided by the teachers within the FS/KS1 areas and may be linked to the theme for the term.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Foundation Stage
Play opportunities provided will allow for:

· The provision of a wide range of experiences.

· Encouraging increasing concentration.

· Developing opportunities for cooperative play with both FS pupils and Y1 pupils (encouraging transition).

· Promoting independent learning.

· Allowing children to organise their own experiences.

· Making simple choices.

· Beginning to set targets and meet them.

Year 1
Play opportunities will provide for:

· Generating cooperative play with both Y1 pupils and FS pupils (encouraging transition);
· A wide range of experiences;
· Increasing sustained activity;
· Use of play activities within particular curriculum areas, e.g. play writing for puppets, menus for cafes, roads for toy vehicles, etc;
· Independent learning.

Year 2
Play opportunities will provide for:

· A wide range of experiences;
· Independent and cooperative learning;
· Focusing on particular curriculum areas through the use of specific set tasks and questions.
Children will interact across the year groups and this allows for:

· Socialising outside the immediate peer group;
· ‘Scaffolding’ by older children;
· Cooperative play;
· Encouraging smoother transition between year groups (Continuing the Learning Journey).

SAFETY

It is important to ensure that the provision made does not provide any danger to the children in our care.  The following factors should be considered:

· It may be necessary to restrict numbers at particular activities.

· There will be restricted access to some areas.
· Regular termly checks should be made for broken or damaged equipment.

· Ensuring appropriate adult supervision in indoor and outdoor play.
This policy will be reviewed by all appropriate members of the Governing Body and school staff annually.
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