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WEAVER PRIMARY SCHOOL

HOMEWORK POLICY 2020
~ Through our best efforts, we aim to provide, as a community, a well-balanced education in a safe, happy and healthy environment. ~

HOMEWORK

· is any work or activities which children are asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers.

· encourages pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and self discipline needed to study on their own

· consolidates and reinforces skills and understanding particularly in literacy and numeracy

· extends and supports the learning experience via reinforcement and revision

· CAN BE FUN AND AND ENJOYABLE!  Homework does not just mean formal exercises carried out by children.  It is the involvement of parents and carers in joint activities, which can be very brief, that is most valuable in promoting children’s learning.

The role of parents and carers in supporting pupils in ‘formal’ homework:

· provide a reasonable quiet suitable place

· make it clear that they value the homework

· encourage the child(ren) and praise them when they have completed the tasks

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS
The school’s equal opportunity policy states the right of all pupils of access to the curriculum. We, therefore, believe that all children should have the opportunity for homework activities.

Special considerations may be:

· to give plenty of opportunities for the child to achieve success

· vary activities, not purely pencil and paper tasks

· to help develop social as well as other skills where necessary

· Opportunities are made for pupils without access to IT or space at home to do homework to complete it at school. This will be through negotiation with parents.

Regular reading is vital.  For children in Key Stage 1 homework should very largely consist of regular reading with parents and carers, looking at books together.  Reading practice and listening to others then continues to be essential right through primary school.  All primary school age children should either read to their parents or carers, listen to them reading or, if they are fluent readers, read on their own for at least 10 to 20 minutes a day.       

THE AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT ON HOMEWORK

The precise amount of time spent on homework is much less important than the quality of the work and effort involved.  Similarly, homework should not, and need not, get in the way of other activities that children may do after school, such as sport, music and clubs of all kinds.

WEAVER PRIMARY SCHOOL AVERAGE RECOMMENDED TIME ALLOCATION FOR HOMEWORK

	Foundation Stage 

Years 1 and 2
	1 hour a week
	Reading, spelling, other English  work and maths work

	Years 3 and 4
	Up to 1hour 30 minutes a week
	English and maths as for Years 1 and 2 and with occasional assignments in other subjects.

	Years 5 and 6
	Up to 2 hours per week
	Regular weekly schedule with continued emphasis on English and maths but also ranging widely over the curriculum.


On days when the homework activity is something other than reading children should be encouraged to read on their own or with others.  For KS2 children this should be at least 20 minutes daily and for FS/ KS1 – 10 to 15 minutes daily.

All KS1 and 2 children will be given homework on Friday to be returned on Wednesday.

Children in Reception will be encouraged to read to parents for 10 – 15 minutes every day, spend 5 minutes daily on key ring words (or 3x per week) and other fun activities appropriate to the level of the pupils.
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