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WEAVER PRIMARY SCHOOL

MARKING AND FEEDBACK POLICY

At the Weaver we mark children’s work for the following reasons:

· As a formal assessment of the child’s quality of marking

· To inform ourselves if the children are understanding lessons

· To monitor the progress of the child’s achievements

· To show interest in what the child has produced

· To correct errors in the child’s work

· To inform record keeping procedures

· To assist in planning for continuity and progression

· To provide a vehicle for constructive criticism
· To help good communication between the child and the teacher
· To motivate and reward where appropriate

· To help maintain standards and levels of achievement

· To inform APP progress

Good Features of Marking
· Marking is prompt, detailed and indicates clearly both what has been done well and where improvements can be made

· Marking is informative and children are able to interpret comments and marks

· Marking and feedback actively involves children in evaluation their own and others’ work leading to improvement

· All staff have the same approach to marking

· Children across the school have an understanding of how to use marking feedback to improve their work

· Marking is supportive

As a general rule with younger children and on occasions with our older children it is important to try to mark work with them to be clear about the next steps.  However, as the children produce greater quantity in their work and with classes of  around 30, it is neither possible nor desirable that such a large allocation of time should be spent.  Where the work is marked away from children we need to be consistent across the school in our approach.
Our Practice for Work Marked in the Absence of the Child
· All written work in a book is marked either by symbol, comment or tick, depending on the subject and level of ability of the child .
· All work is marked by the time the children use the books again or at the very latest, weekly

· Marking will be in blue or black pen, or in pencil ensuring that it is clear but not obtrusive.  KS2 two stars and  a wish will highlight areas for development and areas noted as good.
· Children will be given opportunities in the follow up lesson to respond to marking/suggestions/questions and correct mistakes at appropriate times.

· General comments are written at the bottom of the piece of work, specific comments in the margin

· Children are given an opportunity to read any comments in their books when the books are given out

· It should be specific, meaningful and manageable

· It can be verbal or written. Where verbal feedback is given , it will be indicated with the initials VF.
· The timing, depth and detail need to be appropriate for the piece of work and the particular child

· It should be in recognition of the child’s work on the task and may include verbal, self or class marking

· It should indicate how the work could be developed and improved
· It should be objective lead (lesson, class or individual objective) possibly highlighting or circling where the objective is met

· Children can self-assess their work using smiley faces, colour coding etc
· Verbal feedback should be given through mini plenaries and at  opportune moments  within lessons
Marking Different Subjects
English
In spelling, high frequency or  expected key words are corrected or referred to at the bottom of the piece of work.  Children may identify words they are not sure of themselves and the teacher will write in the correct word.  Other comments are objective led, indicating how the piece of work relates to the objective.  The level of detail and the frequency will depend on the activity but comments should relate to the objective of the lesson and there should be a comment for each unit of work.
Maths
A tick is used for a correct answer, a dot for incorrect answer.  Minor slips or a serious error may require a comment.  For younger children, corrections are not required but as the children get older they may be asked to do corrections where there is a serious development point.  Marking of investigative work should be objective led.

Other Written Subjects
Comments in all core subjects should contain development points.  In non-core subjects they should be in recognition of achievement.  Comments should be encouraging but may highlight areas for development .  For the foundation subjects and science there should be a positive informative comment at the end of the unit of work and if required a comment informing the pupil of how to improve further.
Spelling
With the exception of cross-curricular work involving a literacy element, only key words relating to the particular topic will be marked for spelling, unless an IEP or a child’s personal target suggests otherwise. If simple errors are constantly being made, marking will address this inconsistency.
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