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Curricalum — Maths

MATHS

In Maths, we use the White Rose Maths scheme of work.
This allows for complete coverage of the Maths National
Curriculum and progression throughout the school.
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Curriculum - English

In English this term, we’ll be enjoying some wonderful stories, including How to Train Your
Dragon and The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.

Alongside reading, the children will practise writing in different styles, thinking about who
they are writing for and why.
They will write:

e diary entries

* monologues

letters

poetry

They’ll plan, draft and edit their own work, as well as share ideas and give feedback to friends.
We'll also be helping them grow in confidence as proofreaders, checking carefully for spelling,
punctuation and grammar.




Curricufum - English

Alongside our English lessons, we will also complete...

* ‘60 Second Reads’ — short comprehension tasks
* SPAG - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

* ‘Reading for Fluency’ sessions - children work in pairs to develop their fluency
skills, after | have modelled it

* Guided reading sessions




Worldng at the\m standard in Year 4

The pupil can:
Composition

v"In narratives, create increasingly effective settings, characters and plot
v In non-narrative work, use organisational devices such as headings and sub headings with
increasing effect
¢ Draw upon material read
* Write in a range of genre forms
Grammar and Punctuation

v’ Use fronted adverbials (e.g. Later that day) with a comma mostly correctly
e Use paragraphing to organise ideas around a theme
e Select appropriate pronouns or nouns within and across sentences to aid cohesion and
avoid repetition
¥ Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech mostly correctly
(e.g. comma after the reporting clause, punctuation within inverted commas: The
conductor shouted, “Sit down! ")
v Use a new line for a new speaker when writing direct speech
¥ Use apostrophes to mark plural possession (e.g. The girl’s name, the girls’ names)
e Understand and use specific Y4 terminology (determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun,
adverbial)
Spelling

v Spell most of the homophones and near homophones from the Y3/4 appendix

v Spell most of the words in the yr3/4 NC list and majority of focus spelling rules in
appendix 1

o Spell mostly correctly words with suffixes: -tion, -sion, -ation, -ture, -sure, -ly, -ally, -ous, -
cian

* Spell mostly correctly words that contain the | sound spelt with a y (e.q. Egypt, gym, myth)

* Spell mostly correctly words that contain the k sound spelt ch (e.g. chemist, echo,
character)

* Spell mostly correctly words with the sh sound spelt ch (e.g. chef, machine, brochure)

e Spell mostly correctly words with the g sound spelt gue and the k sound speit que (e.g.

tongue, antique, league, unique)

e Spell the u sound spelt ou (e.g. young, touch, double)

v Use standard English forms mostly correctly (e.g. we were instead of we wos, | did instead
of I done)

e Use the first two letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary

Handwriting

v Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting paying particular
attention to downstrokes of letters, ascenders and descenders
Evaluate and Edit

* Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggest improvements

e Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the
accurate use of pronouns in sentences

v Proof read for spelling and punctuation errors
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Currviculum - Science

SCIENCE - there are 5 units of work in Year 4

Animals, including humans

*the digestive system in humans

*identify types of teeth in humans and their simple functions
*food chains

States of matter

*solids, liquids or gases

echanging state of materials when they are heated or cooled.
eevaporation and condensation.

Sound

*how sounds are made

pitch

*volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations.

esounds getting fainter as the distance from the sound source increases




Curriculum - Gcience

SCIENCE — units of work in Year 4

Living things and their habitats

egrouping living things.

eclassification keys.

eenvironments and dangers to living things

Electricity

ecommon appliances that run on electricity

econstruct a simple electrical circuit.

*identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit.
eswitches.

econductors and insulators




Curviculum

HISTORY Anglo-Saxons and the Ancient Egyptians.

GEOGRAPHY —the Americas and Rainforests.

ART — focusing on drawing, painting and mixed media, mega materials and 3D and Exploring tone, texture and
proportion.

DT —textiles, structures, mechanical systems and electrical systems.

ICT — creating a maths game using ‘Scratch’, creating art using ‘Inkscape’ and ‘Scratch’ and creating spreadsheets
in Excel.

RE —Christianity and Judaism.
FRENCH —adjectives, dates, weather and the home.
PE —sessions taught by Mrs Morgan and Mr Gibbons (our specialist PE teacher). Swimming in the summer term.

MUSIC — The children will be taught music by Love Music Trust and will learn a brass instrument.




Weekly Homework

HOMEWORK

* Given out on Fridays.

 Handed in by the following Friday.

* Worksheet based or online based (TT Rockstars / Mathletics etc)
e Purple book comes home for worksheet-based homework

| always endeavour to have information on Seesaw about the homework. This is to provide
parents/carers with further information (and in case homework/spelling books have been
left in school).




Week |y Homework

Given out on Mondays.

Stapled into diaries.

Put on Seesaw

SPELLINGS

Activities on Spelling Frame to help them to practise their spellings.

By the end of Year 4, the children are expected to know all of the Year 3/4 Statutory
Spellings. They are deemed to be ‘working towards the expected level’ if they do not know how
to spell of all these words. Therefore, alongside their weekly spellings, they will also be learning
the statutory spellings too. If you can practise these with your children at home, (they are in

the back of reading diaries) that would be great.




accident
accidentally
actual
actually
address
answer
appear
arrive
believe
bicycle
breath
breathe
build
busy
business

calendar

Year 3 and & Statutory Spellings

caught
centre
century
certain
circle
complete
consider
continue
decide
describe
different
difficult
disappear
early
earth

eight

eighth
enough
exercise
experience
experiment
extreme
famous
favourtte
February
forward
forwards
frut
grammar
group
guard
guide

heard
heart
height
history
imagine
increase
important
interest
island
knowledge
learn
length
library
material
medicine

mention

w vialt twisklcom

minute

natural
naughty

notice

occasion

occasionally

often
opposite
ordinary
particular
peculiar
perhaps
popular
position
possess

possession

possible
potatoes
pressure
probably
promise
purpose
quarter
question
recent
reqular
reign
remember
sentence
separate
special

straight

strange
strength
suppose
surprise
therefore
though
although
thought
through
various
weight
woman

women




Home. Lcarnin‘y — rcadin(y at home

We would encourage your child to read at home (to an adult)
as often as possible. Ideally, this should be your child’s book-

Reading out loud, to an adult, allows your child to develop
fluency and accuracy and the use of expression and
intonation.

... | Talking to your child about the text they are reading, also
e - allows you to gauge his/her understanding.

During Reading
Encourage children to use expression when reading, especially for the voices of

different characters.

Children with an IDL login are encouraged to do this daily -
v L try to do this ‘little and often' i.e. a little bit (five minutes)

This sheet is in the back of your | each day rather than big chunks, then nothing for ages!
child’s reading diary

Discuss the punctuation on the page, far example, exclamation marks, Ask what are
thasa for? What should you do whan you 588 an axclamation mark?




Home Learning — veading at home

BOOK BANDS

At various points during the year, your child will be ‘bench-marked’. This allows us to ascertain
your child’s book band colour.

Your child should be able to read most (if not all) the words from their banded book.

This allows your child to then focus on the meaning behind the text — the storyline, the
characters etc — and so develop their comprehension skills.

|deally, they should be reading their banded book to an adult as often as possible (and getting
their diary signed for their 2 house points).

Their free reader book can then be their ‘reading for pleasure’ book.
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Times Tables Check

In June 2020, the Year 4 multiplication tables check become statutory. Therefore, in June, your
child will take a short online test to make sure their times tables knowledge is at the expected

level.

™ation for bles checy,

What is the check?

The multiplication tables check is an online test for pupils in Year 4. Pupils are asked to
answer 25 questions on times tables from two to 12. They are given six seconds per question,
with three seconds rest between each question, so the test should last less than five minutes.

Questions about the six, seven, eight, nine and 12 times tables are likely to come up most
often, as these are the hardest for most children to learn. It’s a good idea to focus on these
tricky times tables with your child.

First and foremost, the check is about finding out which children are struggling with their times
tables so that they can get extra support. It is not a judgement on what your child can do, but a
way for the school to know how their teaching is going and to adjust their focus if needed.

Government guidance on the check. Available on the Year 4 class page



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/multiplication-tables-check-development-process
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/multiplication-tables-check-development-process

Times Tables Check

How can | help my child prepare?

The best way to keep the test stress-free is to work some times tables practice into your daily
routine well in advance. With regular practice, your child will get used to tackling these kind of
guestions with confidence.

If your child is feeling nervous in the approach to the check, don’t panic. Here are five tips for
helping your child learn their times tables to help get them up to speed:

1. Use times table wall charts

Wall charts show all the answers for a particular times table.
On the ‘Useful Websites and Links’ page on Class 4’s website page, there is a downloadable
PDF of times tables posters.

S'1to 12

Times Table
 times foble ,m -

Files to Download

PX_MathsContent_BK_TimesTablesinSchool_01_CH.pdf




Times Tables Check

2. Learn the tricks for difficult times tables

There are clever tricks for remembering several of the times tables. For instance, watch Andrew Jeffrey’s
method for tackling the seven times table (YouTube video clip on ‘Useful Websites and Links’ page on
Class 4’s website page). There are also more tricks to learn in the downloadable PDF.

3. Play times tables games
Games and challenges are a great way to support learning, and a few minutes a day will make all the difference.
You can find a collection of times tables games and activity sheets on the Oxford Owl link on the ‘Useful Websites

and Links’ page.

Useful Websites and Links

Year 4 Times Tables Check - government info

Oxford Owl - help with times tables




Times Tables Check

Practise on the computer

Help your child become comfortable reading and answering questions on a screen. Your child
has a login for TT Rockstars, which contains tests and games that replicate the Year 4 Times
Tables Check. There is a link to TT Rockstars on the ‘Useful Websites and Links’ page.

TT Rockstar Battles — | will be setting ‘battles’ on TT Rockstars for the children to take part in.

USEFUL TIMES TABLES WEBSITES

Seesaw

Click on the links below to access some times tables websites.

https://www.timestables.co.uk/

https://www.timestables.co.uk/speed-test/

The link below takes you to a game that replicates the Year 4 Multiplication Check
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/




Uselul Websites and Links

TIMES TABLES

Year 4 Times Tables Check - government info
Oxford Owl - help with times tables
TT Rockstars

Hit the Button - times tables games

ENGLISH
English - Gov Programmes of Study
BBC Bitesize - English

Spelling Frame

HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY

BBC Bitesize - Anglo-Saxons

Who were the Anglo-Saxons?

BBC Bitesize - Ancient Egyptians

Cool Fact Kids - Amazon Rainforest Facts
Kids Britannica - Amazon Rainforest

National Geographic Kids

From the Year 4 class page, there is a link to this
page.

This has got links to different websites, videos and
PDF documents that you and your child may find
useful.

If you have any questions, please contact me, via
email at:
cmorgan@weaver.cheshire.sch.uk



mailto:cmorgan@weaver.Cheshire.sch.uk
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